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Abidjan to Rota, 24-31 May 1967 (U)

—te-EE0r— The TRS was at Abidjan, Ivory Coast,

at the end of May on its fifth African cruise when, in
response to NSA's message on 23 May, the JCS/JRC,
with approval of the Deputy Secretary of Defense,
directed movement of the ship to the eastern Medi-
terranean via Rota, Spain, and requested the Com-
mander-in-Chief, Atlantic to change operational con-
trol of the ship to the Commander-in-Chief, Europe

upon its arrival at Rota.’ At the time, the Liberty
was under the operational control of the Commander,

Service Squadron 8, a component of the Commander-;"
in-Chief, Atlantic, and on 24 May the Commander;
Service Squadron 8 issued sailing orders to the Liberty,
with information copies to Commander, Sixth Flaet
and others, directing the ship to move at once; “to
Rota.* The Liberty departed Abidjan at 0530Z; 24
May, with estimated time of arrival in Rota, 31 May

Liberty at Rota,
31 May to 2 June 1967 (U)

48)) When the Liberty arrived at;Rota oﬁ

31 May, it came under the operational control of the ;
U.S. Commander-in-Chief, Europe (Gen. L.L. Lem- /

nitzer) who turned over control to the Con_ummdgr-m.
Chief, U.S. Navy Europe.® While delegating his c
trol, General Lemnitzer still wanted operéuona.l infor-;
mation on the ship’s progress and asked on; 1 June
that situation reports (Sitreps) and planned mtended
movement (Pim) reports from the Lzberty arrive at

his headquarters daily and that any mcxdents be :
T ~H5-eee— To facilitate the planning for USN-

McCain, Jr., Commander-in-Chief; U S. Na\iy Europe,
directed the Liberty to send to his headqunrters dmly
Sxtrepa and posxtlon reports and m thc_)ee reports to

ready, provided guidelines for xts
national waters, and asked; for i h
lished communications proced 1 for- ‘the region. 'NSA
also received the situation’ reports bemg requu'ed by
Commander-in-Chief, Europe and Commander-in-
Chief, U.S. Navy Europe used t;héi;e, along with
ship positions given in Libérty's daily informal tech-
nical summaries, to plot/én’4 routine basis the course
of the Liberty.t
18)] At Rota, the Liberty prepared for its
deployment to the eastern Mediterranean, taking on..

(b (1)

(b) (3)-50 USC 403

(b} (3)-18 UsC 798
(b) (3)-P.L. 86-36
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provisions and fuel, acquiring the military documen-
tation necessary for its assignment to Commander-in-
Chief, U.S. Navy Europe and later to the U.S. Sixth
Fleet, and repairing its TRSSCOMM which had a
faulty hydraulic system.

—50— Six Arabicj linguists
joined USN-855 for the expected work on U.A.R. and

o
q communications. Three of the Arab lin-
/ guists, NSA civilians Allen M. Blue, Donald L. Bla-

/ lock, and Robert L. Wilson, were among the specialists

who came on mm]:] the remaining linguists
being Naval Secyrity Group specialists. The NSA
linguists brought;with them selected technical mate-
rial,| | Assignment
of cunhan lmgumts to work on board a U.S. Navy ship
was not unysual. On TRS deployments along the
Afncm{ civilian lin-
;&umts ‘had:worked alongside the military linguists, who
at tunee ‘were not available in sufficient number for

¢ the missions at hand.
/ —46-6€8—  NSA action officers established a tel-

econwith USN-855] |

|
: T June in order to conlifm the arrival of the
 D———
" personnel, specml equipment, and technical materials
sneeded in the eastern Mediterranean.” In order to
* assist USN—855 8 reporting and transcribing functions.

855's collection -mission, Sigint managers had desig-
nated five operational areas numbered west to east in
the eastern Mediterranean near the coastline of the
U.A.R., Israel, Lebanon, and Syria, each measuring
about 50-by-50 miles. In proposing the five operational
areas to the JCS, the Director, NSA had indicated
~his preference, based on wave propagation analysis of
U.A.R. communications, for operational area three
(32:00-33:00N to 34:00E) if operational and safety
factors did not dictate otherwise.'® With the territorial
limits established by Middle East countries in mind,
JCS subsequently directed the Commander-in-Chief,
Europe to deploy the Liberty to operational area three
with closest point of approach (CPA) to Algeria, Libya,
and the U.A.R. of 13 nautical miles during transit.
On arrival in operational area three, CPA was to be
12.5 nm to the U.A.R. and 6.5 nm to Israel.'' Acting
upon the JCS message for Commander-in-Chief, Eu-
rope and after hearing from the Liberty that it had
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