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SC No. 0L415/57

CENTRAL INTELLIGERCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence

13 June 1967

INTELLIGEKRCE MEMORANDUM

The Israeli Attack on the US5 Liberty

The US Naval technical research ship Liberty
was athacked by Israeli aircraft and torpedo beoats
off the Sinai Peninsula on 8 June. The following
gccount of the circumstances of the attack has been

compiled from all available sources.

1. The Liberty reported at 9:50 a.m. (2:30 a.m.
Washington time} on 8 June that it had been orbited
by two delta-wing jet fighters, presumably Isracll
Mirages. At 3:05 p.m. (8:05 a.m.) the Liberty was
strafed by unidentified jet aircraft. The Liberty
apparently was not able to establish communications
with other units of the US Sixth Fleet during the

air attack, and th~ first information av%}labla

to the US commanderxrs was after the subsequent attack

by unidentified torpedo boats, which occurred at 3:235

p-m.



2. At 4:11 p.m. (9:11 a.m.) the US Eammaq#er
in Chief, Europe, notified the Katicnal Military Com-
mand Center in Washington that the Liberty was under
attack and was listing to starboard nfter'haing struck
by a terpedo. The Commander of the US Sixth Fleet de-
clared the attacking units hostile and sent attack air-
craft from the tarriers Mlerica ancd Saratoga to .protect the
Liberty. A good part of the ship's communications egquip-
ment was destroyed by the crew during the attac
emergency communications were scon established with the
Saratoga and with the naval communications stntiqn in
Graece. Because of the tenseness of the situation and
the communications delays, the initial rxeports from the

Liberty were sketchy and somewhat confusing.

Specifics of the Attack

3. MAccording to these reports, however, the seguence
of events took place as follows. The ship was attacked
at 3:05 p.m. (8:05 a,m,) by unidentified jet fighters, be-
lieved to be Israeli, at positien 31-35H, 33-23E. B5Six
strafing runs were made by the jets. Twenty minutes
later three torpedo boats closed at nigh spee& and twao
of them launched tﬁipndncu after first cirxcling the

Liberty. . One torpedo passed astern, and the other struck

-



\ Redacted

the starboard side of the shipl

I Re'd ac*ed One of the boats was later .

identified as Israeli and the hull number of one unit
was noted as 206-T, Some 59 minutes later two Israeli

helicopters arrived on the scene.

Isrceli JTdentification of the Ship

4. HNone of the communications of the attacking air-

craft and torpedo boats is available,|

- Redacted



( * Redacted 21though the

Liberty ;s some 200 feet longer than the Egyptian

transport El Quesir, it could easily be mistaken for

the latter vessel by an overzealous pilot., Both
ehips have similar hulls and arrangements of masts

'and stack.

6. The weather was clear in the area of attack,

tne Liberty's hull number (GTR 5) was prominently displayed,

and an American flag was flyinq{ff

(

Redacted

|

7. Thus it was not until 4:12 p.m. (9:1f a.m.)

thot the Israelis became convinced that theé Liberty



\

was American. This was about 44 minutes after the
last attack on the ship and the attack had apparently
been called off, not because the ship had hEEﬁ1iﬂEnti*
fied, but because it seemed to b; sinking. (The Us
Defense Attachf in Tel Aviv reports that Israeli.hell-
copters and the three torpedo boats searched the area
until 6:04 p.m. (11:04 a.m.}). The Israali offer of
assistance was declined because of the sensitive mis-
sion of the ship. According to US Navy reports, the

ship was saved only through the efforts of her crew.

Damage and Personnel Losses

8, The ship svfferec heavy material and per-
sonnel casualties., A hole estimated to be 39 feet
Wwide at the bottom and 24 feet wide at the top near

the waterline was opened bv a torpedo. The shin i=s

floocded below the second deck betwesn frames 52

and 78 (36-inch frame spacing). The crew carried
out emergency destruction of classified communica-
tions and radar eguipment, but the ship's engineex-
ing plant is intact, Several flash fires arfEannun
holas throughout the superstructure cauvsed some

minor damage; and the ship's motor whale boat and

*
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| Redacted

virtually all of its life rafts were lost. Person-
[ ‘ »

neli casuvalties inclyude 10 killed, 90 wounded, and

.2 missing, most of whom were praobably trapped in

R L i e i B . = - - A&
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the floofed SSnpartnants.
dead have been removed from the ship and some addi-
tional crew members put aboard. The ship is éﬁ-
rected ;u arrive in Malta ﬁn 14 June for dry dock-
ing and hull rxepairs, Security precautions are be-
ing taken to protect the classified intércept eguip-

ment in the flooded spaces. The US Navy has con-

vened a board of inquiry to look inte the incident.

The ShiE and Its Orders

9. Thé Usslgihertx iﬁgf

Redacted

an electrxonics research

ship which had been diverted to the crisis area to

RCT as a radio relay station for US embassies,

Redacted
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10. TheHLibertE sailed from Rota, Spain, on 2
June under orders to patrol no closer than 12.5 miles
of the UAR coast and 6.5 miles of the Israeli coast,
A modification of orders issued by the Commander of
the US Sixth Fleet at 12:17 p.m. (5:17 a.m.) ‘on 8 June
_bad not been received aboard the Liberty, according
to the ship's commanding officer, before the Israelj
attack. This change, together with messages from
other commands which ordered the Liberty to approach
RO closer than lhﬂ miles of the coasts of the UAR
and Israel and 25 miles of the coast of Cyprus, was
delayed in transmission in part because of a misunder-

standing of responsibilities for delivery.

11. At annex is a listing of events in chrono-

logical order,

Redacted



CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS
A

(Stated times are local; Washington times in parentheses)

2 June 1967 Liberty departed Rota, Spain en route to
position 32-00N, 33-00E, to remain 12.5
miles from Egyptian coast and 6.5 miles
From Israelli coast. \

8 June 2:50 a.m, CINCUSNAVEUR Duty Officer received phone

(7 June 7:50 p.m,) instructions from Joint Reconnaissance
Center directing Liberty to comply with
CDHSIRTHFLEET'1DD:EIIE_£beratihg area

restriction.
8 June 9:50 a.m. Liberty was orbited by two unidentified-
(2:50 a.m,) delta wing single engine jet fighters, pre-
sumably Israeli Mirages.
B June 12:17 p.m. COMSIXTHFLEET oxders Liberty at least 100
(5:17 a.m.} - miles away from coast of UAR and Israel and

25 miles from Cyprus. This message appa-
rently not received by Libexty prier to
Israeli attack,

8 June 3:05 p.m. Liberty attacked by unidentified jet fight-

(8:05 a,m,) ers which mad2 six strafing runs. Ship at
position 31-35.5N 33-29.0E (25 miles north-
east of nearest land). .

B June 3:25 p.m. Three torpedo boats, one identified as
(8:25 a.m.) Israeli, approach ship. One boat bore
number 206-T,
g8 June 3:27 p.m. Liberty fires at torpede boat at range of HQ
{8:27 a.m.) 2,000 yards.
8 June 3:28 p.m. Ship hit by torpede, Torpedo bhoats cleared
(8:28 a.m.) to east about five miles.
1
8 June 3:30 p.m, COMSIXTHFLEET repeorts Lihgrtx hit by torpedo
(8:30 a.m,) at position 31-23N, 33-25E. Threese unidenti-

fied gunboats approaching.

e



| K Redacted

B June 3:50 p.m. COMSIXTHFLEET orders carriers to provide
(8:50 a.m.) air cover for Liberty.
B June 3:52 p.m. Liberty reported under attack to
(8:52 a.m.) COMSIXTHFLEET
B June 3:55 p.m. Liberty reported hit by tb;pedn star-
{(8:55 a.m.) board side/
8 June 3:55 p.m. T™w: Israeli helicopters orbited ship at
(8:55 a.m.) range of 500 yards. Israell torpedo
boats offered assistance which was re-
1used,
8 June 3:5% p.m,. Liberty still under air attack

(8:59 a.m.)

Redacted

o,
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Redacted

8 June 5:14 p.m. Tel Aviv reports Israeli aircraft and
(10:14 a.m.) patrol boats attacked ship at 3:00 p.m.
(8:00 a.m.) at position 31-25N, 33--33E.
Suspecting a US ship, Israel rendering
assistance and expresses deep regret,
B June 6:04 p.m, The US Defense Attache in Tel Aviv re-

(11:04 a.m.) ports that Israeli helicopters and
SR e - the three torpedo boats searched the
area until 6:04 p.m. (11:04 a.m.). The
Israeli offer of assistance was declined
because of the sensitive missicn of the

ship.

COMSIXTHFLEET then recalled the aiqcraft
launched from tha carriers America ‘and
caratoga and sent two destroyers to as-
BiSt f?E

ertg. Liberty proceeding north-

west at eight knots,

There was no further contact between

Libertﬁ and Israell forces, Two Soviet

Ehips have trailed the Libertvy, which
proceeds under escort to Malita,
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