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INTRODUCTION

On 8 June 1967, st the height of the "Six Day War,* the American electronic-
{ntelligence ship “Liberty" approached the Sinaf coast. In the afterncon hours
of the same day, the ship was attacked by air and naval forces cf the Israel

 __pefense Forees [IDF), Thirty.four trew members were killed in the attack while =~ |
164 werc wounded, and the ship suffered damage.

The tragic attack on the " {berty" was an innccent mistake, caused by in-
correct target fdentification and faulty data analysis, due to the ambiguities
and pressures of the situation in which Israel was invoived. It is important

to note that the actions of the “Liberty" itself were also a contributing
factor to the mistaken attack,

Immediately the Israelis appreciated their mistake, they halteJ their attack
and took steps to provide assistance to the damaged ship (their offers were
rejacted). Israel expressed her regrets over the incident and explained that
the attack was unintentfonal, The 10F undertook the task of determining the
facts and to this end a Court of Inquiry was formed and an examining-judge
was appointed. The findinas of the investigation brought to 1ight the circum-
stances of the case and revezled a series of mistakes which led to the attack.
However, the investication did not uncover a single finding which could point
to either mal{cious intent or criminal nealigence, The Israeli Government made
available the findinas of the investication to the American authorities and
agreed, oug of humanitarian considerstions, to make imnediate compensation paye
ments to wounded crew members and the families of those who were killed.

Despite Israeli declarations and explanations, accepted by the Johnson adminis-
tration, the issue occasionally makes newspaper headiines and excites rumours.
A1l thote who seek to revive the episode share one thing in common, they all
claim that Isvze! premeditatedly and maliciously attacked the "Liberty" with
the intent of sinking her, In order to substantiate this claim a list of ex-
planations is presented, some of which may be classified as "science fiction®,

some of which result f-om an erroneous presentation and interpretation of the
facts or unfounded assumptions,






